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CHAPTER XXI
KIDNAPING THE KAISER

HEN President Wilson and the Allied statesmen sat
in Paris framing the Versailles Treaty which was to make, as
they thought, a new and better if not a perfect world, they
inserted into the preamble of this document a provision
charging Kaiser Wilhelm with considerable responsibility for
the war. "What was worse, there were intimations that the
aforesaid statesmen were weighing means by which it might
be possible to summon him to appear before the bar of jus-
tice. It seemed to me that a good idea in a news sense would
be to go to see the ex-Kaiser and ask his views. Perhaps the
idea was a crazy one. It was partially successful and served
at any rate for a story.
The Kaiser had fled from Germany at the first indication
that the revolt which began with the sailors would become
general He escaped across the border into Holland and hid
away in a small castle at Amerongen, a little hamlet in the
highlands of the Netherlands, so called because the land there
rises to the astonishing height of sixty feet above sea level.
It is a question whether the Kaiser would have talked to
any one at that time, and my mistake was that I entered
Amerongen with an "army/* and gave His Imperial Majesty a
severe fright which rendered him speechless. He feared kid-
naping.
Amerongen Castle is a moated medieval structure in a six-
acre tract enclosed by a high brick and iron grilled wall.
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